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Carisbrook Caſtle, 18. Jan. 1647, 


To all my People, of whatſoeuer 


Nation \ Quality, or Condition. 


Ya: M 1 thus layd alide, and muſt I not 
ſpeak for my ſelfc? No ! I will ſpeake 


$421 &, and that toali my people, (which 1 
ny have rather done by the way 
of my two Houſes of Parliament, but 

QPRAg Cf my v0 isa publick Order, neither 

to make Addreſſes to, or receive Meſſage from me) 

and who but you can be judge of the differences be- 
twixt Me and my two Houſes? I know none elle : 
for 1 am ſure,you it is whowill enjey the happineſle, 

or fcelc the miſcrie , of good or ill Government x 

And wee all peetend who ſhould run faſteſt to ſerve 

you, without having a regard ( atleaſt in the firſt 

place )to particular Intereſts: And therefore I deſire 


| you to conſider the ſtate Iam, and havebeenc in, 


this long time , and whether my ACtions have more 
tended to the Publick, or my owne particular good : 

for whoſocver will looke upon me barely, as] am 
Man, without that libertie (which the mecaneft of my 
Subjedts enjoyes) of going whithcr, and converſing 
with whom 1 will ; as a Husband and Father, withour 
the comfort of my Vite and Children ; or Jaſtly , Sa 


_ King, without the leaſt ſhew of Authoritie,or power, 
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(4) 
to prote(t my diſtreſſed SubjeAs ; Muſt conclude me, 
not only voyd of all Natarall Aﬀection, but alſoto 
want common underſtanding , if I {hould not moſt 
cheerfully embrace the readieſt way , to the ſcttle. 
ment of theſe diftrated Kingdomes: As alſo, on the 
other ſide, doc but conſider, the forme and draught of 
of the Bils lately preſented unto me, and as they are. 
the conditions of a Treatic, ye-will conchade, that 
the ſame ſpirit , which hath beenc ſtill able to fru- 
Krate all my ſincere and conſtant endeyours for 
Peace, hath. had a powerful influence oa this Mcflage: 
for though [ was ready to grant the ſubſtance, and 
comply with what they ſeeme to deſire : yet as they 
had framed it, I could not agree thercunto, without 
deeply wounding my Conſcicace and Honour, and 
betraying the truſt repoſed in me, by abandoning my 
People to the Arbitraric and unlimited power of the 
two Houſes,for ever, for the levying and matataiging 
of Land, or Sea-Forces, withour diſtin ion of quali. 
tie, or limitation for Money-Taxes: Andif-I could 
have paſſed them, in tearmes, how unheard of a condi- 
tion were it for a Treatic, to grant before-hand the 
moft conſiderable part of the ſubje matter 2 How in- 
efteuall were that Debate like to prove , wherein 
the molt potent Partic had nothing of moment, left 
to aske,and the other nothing more to give? Soconſc- 
quently, how hopelcfſe of mutual} compliance? With 
out which,a ſettlement is impoſſible : Beſides, if after 
my concelliss, the two Houſes ( hould inſiſt on thoſe 
things, from which 1 cannotdepart ; how deſperate 
would the condition of theſe Kingdomes be, when 
the molt. proper & approyed remetgie, ſhould become 
= ins 


| (5) TRE 
incffeua!? Being therfore fully reſolved, That I coukd 
ncither in Conſcience, Honor, or Prudence, paſte 
thoſe ſoure Bils; I onely endeayour'd to make the 
Reaſons and Iuftice of my Denyall apprare to all the 
world, as they do to Me; intending to give as little 
diffatisfation to. the two Houſes of Parliament , 
(without betraying my owne Cauſe ): as the matter 
would beare. I was defirous togive my Anſwere, of 
the 28 of December laſt,to the Commiſſioners Sealed, 
( as I had done others heretofore, and ſometimes at 
the deſire of the Commiſlioners ) chicfly , becauſe 
when my Meſſages or Anſwers were publicklie 


knowne, before they were read'in the Houſes; pre- 


judiciall interpretations were forced on them, much 
differing, and fametimes contrary to my meaning. 
For example , my Anſwer from Hampion Court , was 
accuſed of: dividing the two Nations, bccaute 1 pro: 
miſed-to give ſatisfaRioa to the Fozs, in all things 
concerning that Kingdome: And this laſt, ſuffers in a 
contrary ſenſe, by making me intend to intereſt Scop- 
landin the Laws of this Kingdome, (then which, no- 
thing was,nor is, further from-my thoughts) becauſe 
Ltooke notice of: the Scozs Commiſhoners proteſting: 
againft the Bils- and Propofitions , as contrary to the. 
intereſts & engagements of the two Kingdoms: In- 
deed; if I had not mentioned their diſent , an Objec- 
tion, not without ſome probability;might have beene 
made againſt me , both in reſpeCt the Scor5 are much 
concern'd in the Bill for the Militia , and1n ſeyerall 
other Propoſitions: and my ſilence might,with ſome 
Luſtice , have ſeemed to approve of it: But the Com- 
miſſioners refuſing to-receive my Anſwere _ 
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(6) | 

1 (upon the engagement of their, &the Governors, 
Honour; that no other uſe {hould be made ,or notice 
taken of ir,then as if it had not becne ſeenc) read and 
dclivercd it open untothem : Whereupon, what hath 
fince paſſed, cither by the Governour', in diſcharging 
moſt of my Scryants , redoubling the Guards, and 
reſtraining me of my former Jibertic , (and all this , 28 
himſclfe confeſt, mecily out of his owne diſlike of my 
Anſwere, notwithſtanding; his beforeſaid- Engage- 
ment ) or afterwards, by the two Houſes , (as the 
Governour affirmes ) in confining me within the 
circuit of this Caſtle, I appcate to God,and the world, 
whether my.faid Anſwer, deſerved the reply of ſuch 
procedings : beſides the unlawfulneflle for SubjcAs to 
Imptiſon their King, That, by the permiſſion of Al- 
mightic God, I am reduced to this ſad condition, as [ 
no waprepine,ſo I am not without hope, but that the 
ſame God, will, in due time, conyert theſe afflitions 
into my advaatage:in the meane time, I am confident 
to beare theſe croſſes with patience, & a great equality 
of mind : but by what meanesor occaſion Iam come 
to this Relapſe in my affaires, lam utterly to (erke; 
c(pecially when 1 confider, that 1 have ſacrificed to 
my two Houſes of Parliament, for the Feace of the - 
Kiagdome , all, but, what is much more dcare to me 
thea my Life, My Conſcience, and Hononr ; deſiring no- 
thing more, then to performc it, in the moſt proper 
and naturall way, A Perſonall Treatie, But that which 
makes me moſt at aloſſe,is,the remembring my ſignal 
complyance with the Army,and their intereſts;and of 
what importance my Complyance was to them and 
their often repeated Profeliions and ingagements for 


my 
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my juſt Rights, in generall, at New. market and Sins 
Albans, and their particular explanation of thoſe ge- 
neralls ,- by theit Voted and Re-yorted Propoſalls ; 
which 1 had reafon to underftand ſhould be the nt- 
moſt extremity wouldbe expetedfrom me;& that, in 
ſom things therin, I ſhould be caſed: (herin appealing 
tothe conſciences of ſome of the chicfeſt Officers in 
the Army, if what I haye ſaid be not puriually true) 
And how I have failed of their expeQations, or my 


profeſſions to them, 1 challenge them and the whole 


World to produce the leaft colout of Reaſon, And 
now I would know, *whatit is that is defired: Is it 
Peace? I have ſhewed'the way ( being both willing & 
deſirous to performe my part in it?) which is, a juſt 
compliance with all chiefe intereſts : Is it Plentic and 
Happineſle ? they are the inſeperable effeQs of Peace: 
Is it Securitie? I, who wiſh that all men would for- 
giveand forget like me; have offfed the M1liria for my 
time: Is.it libertie of Conſcience? He who wants it, is 
moſt readie to give it : Is it the right alminiſtration - 
of Iuſtice > Officers of truſt are committed to the 
choiſe of my two Houſes of Parliament: ls it frequent 
Parliaments I have legally,fully concurr'd therewith: 
Is it the Ancarsof the Army? Vpen a ſcttlcment, 
they will certainly be payd with much eaſe ; but be 


. fore, there will be found much d:fficultic , ifnot im» 


pollibilitie, in it. | | 

Thus all the World, cannot but ſee my reall and 
unwecaried endeavours for Peace , the which, (by the 
grace of God) 1 ſhall ncither repent me of, nor cycr 
be lackned in,notwithſtanding my paſt , preſent , or 
ſutare, ſufferings ; but, if 1 may not be heard, let every 
| | aha one 
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one judge , whoit is that obſiruQs the good I would, 
or might do: What is it that mcnarc afraid to hcate 
from me? lt cannot be Reaſon, (atleaſt, none will 
declare themſclyes ſo unreaſonableas to confelle it) 
and can it lefſe be, impertinent or unreaſonable Diſ- 
courſes ; for thereby, peradventure, I might more ju- 
ſtific this my Reſtraint, thea the Cauſers themſelves 
can doe; ſo that, of all wanders yet, this 1s the greateſt 
to me bur, it may be caſily gathered , how thoſe men 
intend to govern, who have uſed me thus: andif it be 
my hard Fate to fall, together with the libertic of this 
Kingdome, I ſhall not bluſh for my ſelfe , but much 
lament the future miſcries of my People; the which, 
I ſhall till pray to God to aycrt ; whatlocycr becomes 


of mc 
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